
Scaling Conservation, Restoring Nature, Shaping Tomorrow

The Minnesota Land Trust protects and restores 
Minnesota’s most vital natural lands to provide 
wildlife habitat, clean water, outdoor experiences, 
and scenic beauty for generations to come.
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R E S T O R A T I O N

This is equivalent to 200,000+ 
gasoline-powered vehicles 

driven for one year.†

metric 
tons*230,000+

Total carbon sequestered:

Dear Friends, 

The Minnesota Land Trust permanently 
protected its first property in 1993— 
an 80-acre heritage oak forest near  
White Bear Lake.

That first step laid the foundation for 
something extraordinary. Today, thanks to 
you––our dedicated community of donors, 
volunteers, landowners, and partners—
there are 725 protected properties across 59 
counties and over 130 restored sites, bringing 
endangered prairies, wetlands, and forests 
back to life. In fact, 2024 saw the highest 
number of completed conservation projects  
in our history: 88.

Your commitment makes this possible. The 
oaks from our very first project still thrive, 
safeguarding hundreds of plant and animal species. 
Across Minnesota, prairies are blooming after a 
century, wetlands are springing back to life, and 
migratory birds are returning to restored habitats 
sooner than anyone imagined.

Together, we are building resilient landscapes, 
safeguarding clean water, and inspiring the 
next generation of stewards.

I believe in nature—and I believe in you. 
With your support, we are protecting what 
matters most, for today and for generations 
to come.

Thank you for joining us on this journey. 

Kris Larson

CEO

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C E O

2024 Impact

3,609 
acres restored

Cover photo: Common tern having its 
band examined on Interstate Island. 
Photo by Hansi Johnson.

PROTECTION

RESTORATION

44 projects

Our highest number of 
acres & projects ever 

* The Nature Conservancy Resilient Land Mapping Tool 

†  United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator



R E S T O R A T I O N

PROTECTION PROTECTION

RESTORATION

Our largest single project:

161% more  
acres restored 
compared to last year. 

5,436acres protected 

575 acres

44 shoreline miles 
protected

14 44

1,236 9,126

2020 2024

Total Acres 
Restored

Annual Protection 
Projects

Total Acres 
Protected

Annual Restoration 
Projects

4023

61K 82K

WATCH YOUR IMPACT GROW

17%

34%

214%

638%



P R O T E C T I O N

Protecting the Land & Water  
That Supports Us All

The “conservation estate” is the  
total collection of lands and waters  
that are formally or informally 
protected, managed, and restored to 
preserve biodiversity, ecosystems, 
and natural resources.

We’re not just protecting scenic views 
or isolated habitats—we’re safeguarding 
entire ecosystems with a forever promise. 
By connecting landscapes and supporting 
keystone species, we’re rebuilding the 
conservation estate for future generations,  
one acre and one partnership at a time. 

Resilient Waters:  
Preserving Minnesota’s Iconic Lakes
Minnesota has more deep cold-water lakes than 
any other state in the lower 48, but they are at 
risk due to climate warming. Protecting at least 
75% of the lands that filter water entering these 
lakes helps safeguard them against climate 
change and protects species like tullibee, 
common loons, and walleye. 

Last year, Kabekona Lake (Hubbard County) 
and Ten Mile Lake (Cass County) reached  
this critical 75% milestone through the efforts of 
the Land Trust and our partners. 

Clouds reflecting off Kabekona Lake. Photo by 
Catherine Holmgren.

200 acresC

190 acres

178 acresE

127 acresB

350 acresA

2024 PROTECTED PROPERTIES

D

D

E

C

B

A



Uniting Landscapes:  
A Safe Passage for Wildlife
In 2024, the Lourey family and the Minnesota 
Land Trust partnered to protect over 1,700 
acres of forest and wetlands, along with 11 miles 
of natural shoreline in Pine County. Combined 
with other nearby protected lands, this creates 
a 6,000-acre complex of natural habitat and a 
critical wildlife corridor. The corridor allows 
safe passage between two state forests for 
wildlife like wolves and black bears, keystone 
species that help balance entire ecosystems.

90  
Volunteer Monitors

Fulfilling the  
Land Trust’s  
protected forever  
promise through  
perpetual  
conservation  
stewardship. 

Permanently safeguarding our natural lands, water, and wildlife. 

Forest & 
Woodland: 

51% 

5,437  
total acres

Top — Stewardship Associate Louisa Brody 
measures grass height at a protected property 
during a site visit. Photo by Louisa Brody.

Above — At the Lourey conservation easement 
closing: Land Trust CEO Kris Larson, Program 
Manager Pat Collins, Becky Lourey, and Director 
of Land Protection Wayne Ostlie.

783  
Properties Monitored

1,200  
Volunteer Hours

Wetlands: 
24%

Grassland  
& Prairie: 

14%
Other: 

11%

See this important property and 
hear Becky Lourey’s story.

HABITAT PROTECTED  
IN 2024



A Home for Terns and So Much More
From 2019 to 2023, the Minnesota Land Trust 
led the rebuilding of Interstate Island in the 
Duluth–Superior Harbor, enhancing critical 
habitat for its endangered common tern nesting 
colony. The island’s size during high water 
increased from 2.5 to 6.7 acres, with 1,000 feet 
of new shoreline added.

While the restoration focused on the common 
tern, the improvements also benefit up to 60 
species of shorebirds, waterbirds, waterfowl, 
and songbirds. The new shoreline and rare 
microhabitats—some found nowhere else in the 
St. Louis River Estuary—provide vital resources 
for these birds. Because the island is free from 
humans, dogs, and most predators, these safe 
habitats have an even greater ecological benefit.

From the arrival of ring-billed gulls in spring to 
the departure of the last migrating birds in late 
autumn, Interstate Island now supports more 
birds per acre than any other location in the  
St. Louis River Estuary. It has become a critical 
sanctuary for birds and a testament to Nature’s 
resilience.

Nature’s resilience is truly remarkable. Across 
Minnesota, restoration efforts are sparking 
profound transformations––from wetlands 
springing back to life with the return of water, to 
islands reborn as critical sanctuaries for wildlife. 
These stories illustrate an essential truth: When 
we reconnect land, water, and people, recovery 
accelerates. This powerful ripple effect infuses 
our mission with hope and resilience. 

R E S T O R A T I O N

 Making Waves: The Restoration Ripple Effect

Photos on this page: Top left — Killdeer. Photo by Grayson Smith, USFWS. Bottom left — Interstate Island after 
restoration work was completed. Right — Common terns on Interstate Island. Photos by Hansi Johnson. 

Photo on the opposite page: Blue-winged teal in a wetland habitat restored by the Land Trust and USWFS.  
Photo by Grayson Smith, USFWS.



Partnering to rehabilitate protected lands and waters.

When Water Returns, Life Follows: 
Reviving Prairie Wetlands
After decades of being drained for agriculture, 
prairie pothole wetlands in western Minnesota 
have been severely compromised. Yet,  
with a helping hand, these resilient habitats 
can recover quickly––thanks in part to native 
smartweeds. 

These specialized plants are highly adaptable, 
capable of thriving in challenging conditions 
and lying dormant as seeds for up to 30 years, 
waiting for the right conditions to germinate. 
When we restore water to prairie potholes  
by removing drain tile and plugging ditches, 
we unlock the potential within these seeds— 
but that’s only the beginning. 

As water returns, the landscape undergoes a 
dramatic transformation. Native plants quickly 
repopulate the wetlands, their lush growth 
inviting insects back, followed by birds, small 
mammals, and eventually birds of prey. The 
entire ecosystem re-establishes itself when we 
just add water. 

MT

SD

MN

Canada

PRAIRIE 
POTHOLE 

REGION

The prairie pothole region 
supports over 50% of 
North America’s migratory 
waterfowl population.  

In North America, we have 
lost nearly 3 billion birds 
since 1970, with grassland 
species that rely on the 
prairie pothole region 
significantly impacted.  

ND

We’re leading the way for 
prairie pothole restoration 
in Minnesota with the help 
of our partners.

Minnesota Land Trust has 
partnered with USFWS 
since 2016 to restore 
habitat in western 
Minnesota.

Today, over 14,000 acres 
are completed, in progress, 
or queued for restoration. 
That’s an area about half 
the size of Itasca State Park.



E N G A G E M E N T

Conservation isn’t just about connecting land—
it’s about connecting people to nature and to 
one other. Whether we’re fostering a love of 
the outdoors in kids, building inclusive spaces 
to welcome traditionally excluded groups, or 
strengthening partnerships that drive our mission 
forward, every relationship is a step toward 
rebuilding the conservation estate. This is growth 
in action, rooted in trust and inspired by the 
shared vision of a healthier future for Minnesota.

Growing Together:  
Community & Connection at the Summit
As a founding member of the Duluth Area 
Outdoor Alliance (DAOA) and sponsor of the 
Great Lakes Outdoor Summit, we’re proud 
to share that this year’s event grew and saw 
greater participation from BIPOC and LGBTQ+ 
communities. This progress was driven by Sam 
Armacost, founder of BIPOC Outdoors Twin 
Ports and a partner in our Engagement programs.

Sam led four outreach sessions across 
Minnesota to gather input from diverse 
communities, helping to create a more inclusive 
and welcoming event. Organizers improved 
communication, addressed barriers like cost and 
transportation, and ensured sessions resonated 
with a broader audience.

Thanks to these efforts, more voices from 
BIPOC and LGBTQ+ communities are 
shaping the growing movement advocating for 
Minnesota’s outdoors.

From Engagement to Action —  
Growing Our Conservation Movement

Photos on this page: Top — Keynote speaker Connor Ryan speaks to attendees after his speech at the Great Lakes 
Outdoor Summit. Middle   — Summit attendees visited Hartley Nature Center in Duluth. Photos by Megan Zabel. 
Bottom — Hansi Johnson and Sam Armacost at the Summit. Photo by Adam Breininger.

Photos on the opposite page: Top  — Nature-based learning at Avon Hills Folk School, where 58 acres have been 
permanently protected. Photo by Avon Hills Folk School. Bottom  — Program participants paddling at Camp Hiawatha, 
where 66 acres have been protected forever. Photo by Camp Hiawatha, part of Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry.



Building meaningful connections to nature and each other.

Investing in the Future—Nurturing the 
Next Generation of Nature Stewards
Last year, the Minnesota Land Trust protected 
the Avon Hills Folk School in Stearns County 
and Camp Hiawatha in Itasca County. Ensuring 
that kids can participate in meaningful outdoor 
experiences today is a vital part of the Land 
Trust’s mission that dramatically extends the 
reach and impact of our work. 

The child who learns to paddle a canoe at  
Camp Hiawatha or discovers nature through 
play at Avon Hills Folk School might one day 
become a conservation leader or a community 
advocate. While we can’t predict the future, 
we know this: protecting more places where 
children can grow, learn, and connect with 
nature is an investment in their potential—and 
in the future of our planet.

Camp Hiawatha 

36 miles
Shoreline preserved:

Camps, nature centers  
& ELCs protected:

YOUR IMPACT  
FOR KIDS & FAMILIES

17
Acres protected:

5,100
acres 

 10K+ families served

Avon Hills Folk School

Millions 
of memories made



Our work is made possible through the generous financial support 
of our donors. Thank you to the individuals and groups that donated 
between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024, named below, as well as 
the many people who contributed up to $999.

Leadership Support

$50,000–$99,999 
Fleetwood Foundation 
Ellinor D. and Edward J. 

Hayward 
Laird Norton Family 

Foundation 
Jerry Martin 
Steven Roecklein Estate 
The Room & Board 

Foundation 
 
$25,000–$49,999 
Bob Bruce 
Carole I. Mannheim 

Administrative Trust  
Ken and Abby Dawkins 
Edward and Sherry Ann 

Dayton  
Donna Herzog Foundation 
Duluth Superior 

Area Community 
Foundation: Four Cedars 
Environmental Fund 

Morris Gjessing 
David and Amy Hartwell 
John and Linda Massopust 
Kelly Matsuoka 
Mortenson Family 

Foundation 
Nivin and Duncan 

MacMillan Foundation 
Open Door Foundation 
Patrick and Aimee Butler 

Family Foundation 
Pete and Mary Sue 

Vorbrich 
 

$10,000–$24,999 
Julie Andrus 
Anonymous 
Buzz and Carolyn Pierce 

Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation 

Colleen Carey and Pam 
Endean 

Dallas and Louise Anderson 
Foundation 

Jerry Erickson and Ben 
Aguilar 

Ted and Angie Erickson 
Freshwater Society 
Carter and Florence 

Hedeen 
John W. Mooty Foundation 

Trust  
Wood Kidner and Sue Funk 
Carolyn and Doug Kohrs 
Neil and Debbie Krueger 
Bridget and Ross Levin 
Lloyd K. Johnson 

Foundation 
Laurie Lucas 
James Mayer and Rochelle 

Gunn 
Network for Landscape 

Conservation Catalyst 
Fund  

Quintin Foundation 
Rahr Corporation 
Rahr Foundation 
Willie and Markell Rahr 
UnitedHealth Group 

Matching Gift Program 
Jane and Oswald Wyatt 
Peder Yurista 
 

$5,000–$9,999 

Allan Amis and   
Ginna Portman Amis 

Anonymous 
Athwin Foundation 
Tom and Margit Berg 
Caroline Dayton 
Liz and Brian Dillon 
Nancy Gibson and Ron 

Sternal 
Richard and Susan 

Goldman 
David and June 

Guckenberg 
Loren and Whitney Hansen 
James and Roz Hawley 
Hawley Family Foundation 
Elizabeth and Edwin 

Hlavka 
Weston Hoard and 

Christina Evans 
Karl and Beth Johansson 
Johnson Brothers Liquor 

Company 
Ellen Jones and Bob 

McKlveen 
Jane Hartley Kingston 
John and Maureen Knapp 
David Knoblauch and 

Suzanne Woodrich 
Jeanne Kogl 
Diane and William Krueger 
Steve and Natalie Lehr 
Vince Leo and Susan 

Calmenson 
Margaret Rivers Fund 
Oak Grove Foundation 
James A. Payne 

Elaine Rees and Gerald 
Morsello 

Christine and Tom Ruppert 
Barry and Ann Sampson 
John Shepard and Suzanne 

Brust 
Jeremy Steiner 
Steven C. Leuthold Family 

Foundation 
Barry Warner and 

Maureen Wiegner 
Wells Fargo 
Joseph and Jeanne White 
 
$1,000–$4,999 
3M Matching Gifts 

Program 
Pamela Akerstrom 
Richard Allendorf and Paul 

Markwardt  
Alton Foundation 
Ameriprise Financial 

Matching Gift Program 
Scott and Monica Anderegg 
Art and Jan Anderson 
Evan and Nancy Anderson 
Patrick Anderson and 

Kirsten Erickson 
Tom Anderson and Nancy 

Conger 
Anonymous 
Chas and Nancy Arend 
Paul and Sue Arneson 
Janalee Aurelia and Eric S. 

Anderson 
Emily and Joel Barker
Barr Engineering Co. 
Shirley and Bill Baxter 

L E A D E R S H I P  S U P P O R T



L E A D E R S H I P  S U P P O R T

Christine Beck 
Johanna Bell 
Patricia Bellace 
Micah Benway 
Lindsay Berryman 
Joyce Bish 
Rick and Ginny Black 
Blattner Company 
Jeff and Emily Blodgett 
Blue Pencil Collective 
Matt and Stacy Bogart 
Bonnema Runke Stern Inc. 
Dana Boyle 
Matt Bredesen and Debbie 

Buchman 
Priscilla Brewster 
Ali Britton and John 

Harned 
Owen and Alison Brown 
Andy and Jill Budish 
Michael and Susan Burnett 
Gary R. Carlson 
Carlson and Carlson Family 

Foundation 
Nancy and Tom Caswell III 
Maria Christu and Kevin 

Staunton 
Claire Colliander and Greg 

Steenson 
Convergent Retirement 

Plan Solutions, LLC 
Coril Holdings Matching 

Gifts Program 
Jane Sage Cowles 
Ellie Crosby – The 

Crosswols Foundation 
Ellie Crosby – The 

Longview Foundation 
Steve and Karen Crouch 
Bill and Kate Cullen 
Eric Curran-Bakken 
Tom and Barb Daggett 
Jennifer Dahl 
William Davidson and 

Claire Olson 
Dayton King Foundation 
Steven DeLapp 

Dellwood Foundation 
Jacqueline Dietz  
Susan Dilday 
Mary C Dolan – The 

Longview Foundation 
Nicole Donlon 
Kirk Dornfeld and Carol 

Winter 
Ashley Doss 
Pamela Dow 
Joan R. Duddingston 
Peter and Rose Dwyer 
Joyce Edstrom 
Mark Edstrom and Amy 

Knox 
Paul M. Egeland 
Dan Elder 
Barb Farrell 
Paul Farrell and Laura 

Wood 
Federated Insurance 
Craig Fellman 
Ben and Becky Field 
Flavia S. Franta Trust 
David and Claire Forsberg 
Carol Foster 
Fredrikson & Byron 

Foundation 
Alfrieda Gabiou 
Joseph Gauss 
Norm and Deb Giertz 
GiveMN 
Paul and Annette Godtland 
Tony and Cathy 

Grundhauser 
Susan Hackney 
Stephen and Kathy 

Hammergren 
James Hedin 
Ellen Herman and 

Chrispian Shelton 
Heidi Hermann 
Christopher Hermann and 

Brian Pietsch 
Amber Hodges 
Doug Hoffman and Jen 

Pearson 

Julie Houg 
Richard and Nancie Huston 
Elizabeth Hyatt 
J.F. Brennan Company, Inc. 
Draper and Molly Jaffray 
David Jahangir 
JAMF Nation Global 

Foundation Matching Gift 
Program 

Jerome J. and Ursula 
Choromanski Family 
Foundation 

Clifford and Betty Johnson 
Thomas Johnson and 

Judith Hawley 
Alan and Judy Johnston 
Jon and Metta Belisle 

via the St. Croix Valley 
Foundation 

Curtis Jorenby 
Daniel Jurgens and Ann 

Merrill 
Fred and Susan Kaiser 
Keith Kalenda 
Kanati Land Management 
Robert Karls and Bonita 

Girard 
Stephen and June Keibler 
Bob and Joan Klaiber 
Virginia Klenk 
Kari Koehler and Tobin 

Sobaski 

Martin Koessel 
Linda Kriel 
Peggy Ladner and Clif 

Brittain 
Kris and Christine Larson 
Dave and Joyce Lasecke 
Lathrop GPM Foundation 
Thomas Lauria 
Steph Lee 
Richard Leppert 
Douglas H. Lewis  
Hans and Louise Liao 
Erik Lindseth and Kristin 

Benson 
Douglas and Mary 

Logeland 
Larry and Karen Lundblad 
Elizabeth Mairs 
Heide Mairs 
Helen Mairs 
Kari and David Marsch 
Bob and Siri Marshall  
Mary Maurice and Sandra 

Sedo 
Daniel May 
McKesson Matching Gifts 

Program 
Medtronic Matching Gift 

Program 
Bill and Sue Metzger 

Supporters show why conservation matters to them at 
the 2024 Minnesota Made Gala. Photo by Tom Sullivan.



Leadership Support (continued)

$1,000–$4,999 
Clint and Patty Miller 
Nicholas Miller 
Charles Misner 
Lucy Mitchell – The 

Longview Foundation 
James Mohn and Heather 

Muster 
Gerald Montie and Mary 

Androff 
Jeff and Amy Morsman 
Barb Naramore and  

Steve Cox 
Native Resource 

Preservation LLC 
Nicholson Family 

Foundation: Ford & 
Catherine Nicholson Fund 

Nicholson Family 
Foundation: Todd and 
Martha Nicholson Fund 

Mark and Patti Norquist 
NRG Energy, Inc. Matching 

Gifts Program 

Tom and Meredith Olson 
Dave and Karen Parrin 
Cheryl Paullin 
Peregrine Capital 

Management, Inc. 
Bret and Karen Petersen 
Alan Peterson and  

Mary Findorff 
Dwight Peterson 
Grant and Debbie Peterson 
Anne Pick 
Teresa Pierce 
Sara and Dave Pierson 
Piper Sandler Matching  

Gift Program 
Prairie Restorations, Inc 
Jane Prohaska and William 

Donohue 
Jason Reher 
Deborah Reynolds 
Eric and Jessica Rhyner 
Donna Rodel and Bernie 

Waibel (The Bernie 
and Donna Charitable 
Donation Fund at 
Vanguard Charitable) 

Racey and Kelly Rodne 

Rick and Denise Rosvold 
Mary Savina 
Adam Schwartz-Lowe 
John and Marilyn Fritz 

Shardlow 
Mariana and Craig Shulstad 
Mary Ann Sironen 
Dean Skallman 
Eleni Skevas 
Joe Slavec 
Julie Smendzuik-O’Brien 

and D. William O’Brien 
Angela Smith and Erik 

Tryggestad 
Bruce Smith and Marie 

Prottengeier-Smith 
Kevin Smith and Beverly 

Zimmer 
Jack and Julie Snow 
Wendy Sommer 
Stantec Consulting 
Andrea and John Steiner-

Manning 
Joshua and Paula Stern 
Stoeckel Jahner Land 

Surveying 
Sunrise Banks 
Jim and Kay Tennessen 
Teresa Thews and Paul 

Scobie 
Lynelle and Samuel S. 

Thorpe IV 
Tim and Diane Thorpe 

Dan and Judy Titcomb 
Tom and Holly Traub 
Jim and Beth Tschida 
George Vacek 
VMWare Foundation 

on behalf of Mandy 
Storbakken 

Skip and Mary Kay Von  
de Linde 

Tim Wallace and Amy 
Loiselle 

Brad and Cyndy Wallin 
Michael Walstrom and 

Kerrie Blevins 
Julia Wear-Jackson 
Miriam Weinstein 
Erin Anderson Wenz and 

Greg Wenz 
Mike and Jani Wiebolt 
Harold and Bonnie 

Wiegner 
Wild North Co. 
Richard M. Williams 
Mark and Nancy Wilson 
Susan D. Wilson 
Eleanor and Fred 

Winston – The Longview 
Foundation 

Michelle Winter 
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. 
Steven and Beverly Wolf 
Tom and Peggy Wolner 
Odia Wood-Krueger and 

Tim Krueger 
Margaret V.B. Wurtele 
Mary and William Zimmer 

Foundation 
Charlotte and Steve 

Zumbusch 
Jennie and Andy Zumbusch 

Land Trust CEO Kris Larson, former board member Carolyn Kohrs, and 
grandson, Quinn, at Gale Woods Farm. Photo by Adam Breininger.

L E A D E R S H I P  S U P P O R T



Anonymous
Arthur Thomas Alm Trust*
Tom Anderson and Nancy Conger
Joan E. Barnes
Brad and Sherrie Beal
Tom and Ann Beaver
Patricia Bellace
Robert Birnstengel Estate*
Jim and Judy Brandenburg
Bob Bruce*
Alice Buckalew
William Burkhardt*
Heather Collen
Jean Dexheimer
Sharon Docksteader
C. Curtis Dunnavan Fund*
Anthony and Joann Everitt Living Trust
Mary Farrier*
Marianne Fielder*
Jacob Fillion and Mary Killeen
Leslie Foote
Sue and John Foster Gift Fund
Ronald Fredericksen*
Roger and Melanie Frick
Bruce and Lois Garbisch
David* and Leslie Gardner
Noah Gerding and Kathryn Starns
Mary Giles Estate*
Kathleen Gill
Richard and Susan Goldman
Susan Hackney
Curt and Pat Hadland
Chris Hansen
Jane Harper and John Velin
Katharine M. Hartley

Lucy Hartwell*
Carter and Florence Hedeen
Michael and Lauri Henry
Richard and Nancie Huston
Vicky Jaskierski*
Charles R. Johnson*
Clifford and Betty Johnson
Mary Kehrer-Schneider
Wood Kidner and Sue Funk
Terry Klepinski
David Knoblauch and Suzanne 

Woodrich
Jeanne Kogl
Sandra Korthuis
Gerry and Renay Leone
Linda Liestman
Estate of Sarah Link*
Kathy Mack
Tom Mahoney and Madeline Maxeiner
Carole I. Mannheim Administrative 

Trust*
Jerry Martin
Dale McGuire
Michael Menzel and Kathryn Iverson
Marri Oskam
James A. Payne
John Pearson*
Bret and Karen Petersen

Teresa Pierce
Josephine Reed Estate*
Elaine Rees and Gerald Morsello
J. Timothy Ritchie Estate*
Steven Roecklein Estate*
Gretchen Rolighed
Esther San Felippo
Diane Sands
Alice Sather
Jane Shallow
Renee Shanesy
Robert and Zabelle Stodola
Teresa Thews and Paul Scobie
Donald and Virginia Thompson
Wendy Thompson*
Robert Treuer Estate*
Herm and Martha Urbasic
Roger and Carolyn Vacek
Barry Warner and Maureen Wiegner
Peder Yurista
Gloria Zaiger

P L A N N E D  G I F T S

We are deeply grateful to the individuals and families who have 
included the Minnesota Land Trust in their estate plans, leaving 
a lasting legacy for the places they love. 
We honor the memory of those who have passed, noted with *.

Planned Gifts

If you’d like to learn more about 
including the Minnesota Land Trust  
in your estate plans, contact us at  
651-647-9590 or mnland@mnland.org.



B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

For a staff list, visit mnland.org/staff.

Board of Directors

Julie Andrus

John Bussey

Colleen Carey

Maria Christu, 
Secretary

Austin Damiani

Liz Dillon

Nate Ebnet

Norm Giertz

Karen Gries

Draper Jaffray

Ellen Jones

Jane Kingston

John Knapp

Bridget Levin

Kelly Matsuoka,  
Vice Chair

John Oberholtzer

Nick Reinke

Racey Rodne

Rick Rosvold

Christine Ruppert

John Shardlow

Jeremy Steiner

Pete Vorbrich,  
Chair

Erin Anderson Wenz

Elizabeth Winton

Odia Wood-Krueger

Jane Wyatt,  
Treasurer

Jennie Zumbusch

The Minnesota Land Trust team tours Avon Hills 
Folk School. Photo by John Geissler. 

The USFWS presents the Minnesota Land Trust with the 2024 
Partner award. Photo by Ned Phillips.

Kris Larson, 
Minnesota Land Trust 
CEO

Get the digital annual report and full lists of landowners, 
volunteers, donors, and individuals who have been lovingly 
memorialized with a gift to the Minnesota Land Trust at 
mnland.org/2024-annual-report.



F I N A N C I A L  S U M M A R Y

Assets 2024 2023

Cash, Pledges & Investments $18,767,200 $15,559,714

Net Furniture, Equipment & Operating Lease $250,321 $287,888

Land Held for Resale/Conservation $134,000 $163,260

Beneficial Interest in Real Property $29,260 $811,200

Total Assets $19,180,781 $16,822,062

Balance Sheet for the Fiscal Year 
Ending June 30, 2024

The Minnesota Land 
Trust is committed 
to strong fiscal health 
and transparency. This 
financial summary is 
based on a complete 
financial audit, which was 
conducted by Redpath and 
Company, Ltd. Their full 
report is available online 
at mnland.org/trust-
transparency or by calling 
the Minnesota Land Trust 
at 651-647-9590.

Financial Summary

Total Expenses: $19,324,562

Fundraising & Revenue 2024

Charitable Support from Individuals $1,762,734 

Charitable Support from Foundations,  
Corporations & Organizations $495,724

State of Minnesota: Conservation Easement  
Acquisition & Restoration Programs $15,916,776

Other Public Funding $1,679,601 

Investment & Interest Income* $1,750,692 

Other Revenue $34,654 

Total Support & Revenue $21,640,181 

*Includes Unrealized Gains (Loss)

Liabilities & Net Assets 2024 2023

Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses $742,616 $668,084

Other Liabilities $262,819 $294,251

Net Assets: Without Donor Restrictions $8,166,124 $5,452,181

Net Assets: With Donor Restrictions $10,009,222 10,407,546

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $19,180,781 $16,822,062

Expense Allocation 2024

89% Programing 
$17,282,838

3% Fundraising 
$625,653

7% Management 
$1,416,071



mnland.org | 651-647-9590 
Toll-Free: 1-877-MLT-LAND 
(1-877-658-5263)

Main Office: 2356 University Ave. 
W. #240, Saint Paul, MN 55114

Duluth Office: 394 South Lake 
Ave. #404, Duluth, MN 55802

© 2025 Minnesota Land Trust

We are grateful to our donors, our 
partners, and the generous landowners 
who protect their land forever. Many of 
these projects would not be possible 
without funding from the Outdoor 
Heritage Fund, as appropriated by 
the Minnesota State Legislature and 
recommended by the Lessard-Sams 
Outdoor Heritage Council and the 
Minnesota Environmental and Natural 
Resources Trust Fund as recommended 
by the Legislative-Citizen Commission 
on Minnesota Resources.

Paddlers on the St. Louis River National 
Water Trail. Photo by Hansi Johnson.


